
As we move into spring, I am incredibly proud of the collaboration and
commitment that continues to define our work across the SWAG Cancer
Alliance. This past month has showcased what we can achieve when we
come together – from our inspiring Annual Conference that brought our
shared purpose into focus, to impactful community engagement through
Lung Cancer Screening in the Forest of Dean and the John Green Prostate
Cancer Awareness Campaign with Bristol Rovers.  

We have celebrated the vital contribution of our Cancer Clinical Nurse 
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Specialists, highlighted award-winning research from our colleagues at NBT and continued to
strengthen our partnerships through innovation and shared learning, with our next SWAG
Innovates Together session taking place later this month on 16th April.  

The SWAG Cancer Alliance Board met at the end of March to reflect on the National Cancer Plan,
cancer performance challenges experienced across our SWAG region, and identify future
opportunities to strengthen cancer care in partnership with our systems, providers and other key
partners and networks.   

Thank you to every one of you for your expertise, passion and drive you bring to improving
outcomes, experiences and opportunities for those affected by cancer. As we move into April, we
begin to progress our plans for 2026/27 – read more on our plans for the coming year here: Our
2026 - 2027 Plan - SWAG Cancer Alliance

Best wishes,

Ruth Carr
Managing Director

https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fswagcanceralliance.nhs.uk%2Four-2026-2027-plan%2F/1/0101019d496a409d-ffbeb060-2a32-4866-83df-b0e23a583d70-000000/8mGYsCE8VvT6oBlUnGf3PVlXROWUUSpvhikJ330QfwM=451
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fswagcanceralliance.nhs.uk%2Four-2026-2027-plan%2F/1/0101019d496a409d-ffbeb060-2a32-4866-83df-b0e23a583d70-000000/8mGYsCE8VvT6oBlUnGf3PVlXROWUUSpvhikJ330QfwM=451


The John Green campaign for Prostate Cancer culminates
in a match day with over 8,800 supporters

Throughout March, we partnered with Bristol
Rovers FC, Bristol Rovers Community Trust, and
Bristol NHS Group to deliver the John Green
Campaign, helping raise awareness of prostate
cancer among fans and the local community. 

More than 100 supporters attended an Information
Evening at the Memorial Ground on 25 March,
where they heard personal stories and expert
advice. The campaign was in honour of John, a

lifelong supporter diagnosed with stage 4 prostate cancer in 2024, and on Saturday 28th
March, the campaign culminated in a poignant match day at Bristol Rovers, in which a stadium
of over 8,800 people heard john’s story and shared a minutes noise to break the silence around
men’s health and prostate cancer.
  
Prostate cancer affects 1 in 8 men, and 1 in 4 Black men, yet stigma remains a barrier. We’re
grateful to Bristol Rovers and their Community Trust for using the influence of football to
spark open conversations.  

Read more: The John Green Campaign | Bristol Rovers FC 

Lung Cancer Screening reaches rural communities in the
Forest of Dean
Last Thursday, our team joined InHealth at Forest Hill
Golf Club in Coleford to deliver Lung Cancer Screening.
With nearly 60 people booked for lung health checks or
CT scans that day, and an average of 2,000 individuals
screened monthly across SWAG, this programme
continues to make a significant impact. 

We were joined by Clinical Director Dr Helen Winter,
Lung Cancer Lead Dr Henry Steer, Lung Cancer Screening 

Lead Dr Anna Bibby, and Dr Claudia Wegner, GP at Lydney Practice.

They spoke with BBC Radio Gloucestershire’s Mark Smith, emphasising the importance of
screening uptake among eligible adults aged 55–74 who are current or former smokers.
 
Find out more: Lung Cancer Screening Programme 

https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.bristolrovers.co.uk%2Fjohn-green-campaign/1/0101019d496a409d-ffbeb060-2a32-4866-83df-b0e23a583d70-000000/LXj7GHZXyyLnDrUxNbdBSfQHYUrPZZsnBgaqA6VREdk=451
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This year’s Annual Conference, held on 12 March
at BAWA Bristol, was a powerful reminder of
what we achieve when we unite across our
region. 

A huge thank you to keynote speakers Dr
Lennard Lee, Leanne Pero MBE, and Dr Anna 
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Bowel Cancer Awareness Month Campaign Toolkit

treatment is more effective and outcomes are improved. 

To support this, we have created a Bowel Cancer Awareness Month communications toolkit
for partners and organisations across SWAG to share the messaging throughout April and
help us reach more people.  

You can find out more and download the toolkit here: Bowel Cancer Awareness: Signs,
Symptoms and Screening - SWAG Cancer Alliance 

Olsson-Brown, along with all presenters and panel members – including our invaluable Patient
and Public Voice Representatives. A special acknowledgement goes to Mike Cain, who closed
the day with a moving patient story that grounded us all in our shared purpose. 

There was real pride in what we have achieved together, and equally strong ambition for what
comes next. As an alliance, we will continue to empower, innovate, and improve with
collaboration, personalised care, and shared purpose driving everything we do. 

Read more: SWAG-Conference-2026 - SWAG Cancer Alliance 

April marks Bowel Cancer Awareness Month, a key
opportunity for us to work together to increase
understanding of the signs and symptoms of bowel
cancer, and to encourage more people to complete their
NHS bowel screening kit. 

Between December 2024 and November 2025, over 4,400
bowel (including colon and rectal) cancers were
diagnosed across Somerset, Wiltshire, Avon and
Gloucestershire, yet only 49% of these were diagnosed at
an early stage (1 or 2). We want to to improve upon this
and help more people catch cancer earlier, when 

https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fswagcanceralliance.nhs.uk%2Fbowel-cancer-awareness%2F/1/0101019d496a409d-ffbeb060-2a32-4866-83df-b0e23a583d70-000000/6kk9FUvCfR5yQUZW1z2uJh4DhTHxFdPOhmlmFQoudMA=451
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fswagcanceralliance.nhs.uk%2Fbowel-cancer-awareness%2F/1/0101019d496a409d-ffbeb060-2a32-4866-83df-b0e23a583d70-000000/6kk9FUvCfR5yQUZW1z2uJh4DhTHxFdPOhmlmFQoudMA=451
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fswagcanceralliance.nhs.uk%2Fswag-conference-2026%2F/1/0101019d496a409d-ffbeb060-2a32-4866-83df-b0e23a583d70-000000/BW_XDLlvLUashkMlgIv06RAuxjcbLIgTQ99xjck1LoQ=451


Cancer Clinical Nurse Specialists (CNS) play an
extraordinary role in guiding people through some of
the most vulnerable moments of their lives. Their
blend of clinical expertise, emotional support, and
continuity of care transforms the cancer experience
for countless patients and families, and with 3.5
million people now living with cancer in the UK, their
role has never been more important. 

For National Cancer CNS Day on 16th March, we shone
a light on some of our local CNSs whose passion and
dedication reflect the very best of cancer nursing. 

Celebrating our Cancer Clinical Nurse Specialists

Read more: Celebrating the compassion and expertise of Cancer Clinical Nurse Specialists -
SWAG Cancer Alliance 

Recognition for NBT at the British Thoracic
Oncology Group Conference

Congratulations to Clinical Research Fellow, Jodie
Chalmers and Internal Medicine Trainee, Becky
Haggie, from NBT who were both recognised at the
British Thoracic Oncology Group Annual Conference
for their outstanding poster presentations on Lung
Cancer Screening reassessments and “Swap to Stop”
in LCS. 

Their work placed them in the top 10 out of more 
than 350 posters, which is a testament to the excellence within our teams. 

Becky’s abstract, ‘Supporting ‘Swap to Stop’ smoking cessation in lung cancer screening: a pilot
trial of vape information provision’  outlined a researcg study looking at whether providing
educational materials about vape safety in waiting rooms at Lung Cancer Screening units would
increase the update of ‘swap to stop’ vapes, with findings showing almost 6 in 10 service users
accepted a vape pack when offered. Service users were followed up at 30 days which almost 7 in
10 people who accepted a vape smoking less, and more than 1 in 10 had quit at 30 days, with
over 5 in 10 making a serious attempt. 

Research and work like this is vital to our understanding of prevention and early detection of
cancers in our communities.  

https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fswagcanceralliance.nhs.uk%2Fcelebrating-cancer-clinical-nurse-specialists%2F/1/0101019d496a409d-ffbeb060-2a32-4866-83df-b0e23a583d70-000000/L1YNnD82N0iR6OcDwGaTZ3w9yiamGr3t9GWUcHJdaxE=451
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April's SWAG Innovates Together is with NHS
Federated Data Platform
Our next SWAG Innovates Together is taking place on 16th
April at 1pm - we're excited to welcome the NHS England
Federated Data Platform team who will be sharing updates
on Cancer 360, which is now live in several SWAG trusts,
Personalised Stratified Follow Up (PSFU) opportunities and
how they are supporting connected, data-driven cancer
pathways.  

Don't miss out on this update, plus more on innovation and
progress from across SWAG.   

Register online here: SWAG Innovates Together - 16th April 2026 

SWAG-wide Dermoscopy Training with Dr Chin
Whybrew
Dr Chin Whybrew will be hosting three online sessions later this year for primary care clinicians
assessing skin lesions within SWAG. Dr Whybrew is a GP in Cheltenham with a passion for
primary care dermatology and dermoscopy. She has been teaching since 2012 for the Cardiff
Dermoscopy Course, Primary Care Dermatology Society and independently across practices and
ICBs in the UK.  

If you have had no dermoscopy education, then it is recommended you start with the first
session and attend all three. If you have had education, then you can join any session.  
Sessions include practica tips and troubleshooting, demonstrations, interpretation, and more.
Taking place on 24th September, 22nd October, and 26th November via Zoom.  

Register your interest here: Dermoscopy Training with Dr Chin Whybrew 

  
16 April – SWAG Innovates Together | 13:00 – 14:00, Online 
Open to anyone with an interest in cancer innovation  
Sign up: SWAG Innovates Together April 2026 

13 May - Bristol NHS Group Local Health Tech Showcase | BAWA Health & Leisure, Bristol, BS34
7RF
Join colleagues from across BNSSG, alongside university partners and leading technology
vendors, for an inspiring day focused on the digital innovations that can shape the future of
health and social care and support delivery of the NHS 10-Year Plan.

📚 Upcoming Training & Events
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Get involved

Visit our
website

Contact us
by email

Follow us on
LinkedIn

From keynote speakers to group discussions, hands-on demos and real examples of digital
solutions, come and explore practical and innovative ways technology can support your work.  
Register here: Roadshows - Bristol Landing Page - Highland

21 May - Rethinking healthy eating: the science of dietary patterns in cancer prevention | 12.30 -
13:30, Online
Free webinar for health professionals run by World Cancer Research Fund. CPD accredited. 
Register: Rethinking Healthy Eating: Dietary patterns and cancer risk 
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