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A message from our Managing Director

As a Cancer Alliance, we continue to make meaningful progress across our
shared priorities for earlier diagnosis, faster treatment and improved
patient outcomes, while responding to the ongoing challenges of increased
demand, workforce pressures and service capacity constraints over the early
summer months.

Innovation continues to play an important role in delivering sustainable
improvements. New approaches such as the WID®-easy test in gynaecology
services, teledermatology expansion, Al-supported prostate cancer
initiatives and digital transformation projects are helping streamline pathways and enhance
patient experience.

I'm proud to share that The John Green Campaign for Prostate Cancer Awareness Month, a new
initiative delivered in collaboration with Bristol NHS Foundation Trust, Bristol Rovers FC and
Bristol Rovers Community Trust to raise awareness and encourage early detection by engaging
directly with Bristol Rovers' fans, has been shortlisted for a HSJ award - a huge achievement in
itself and fantastic recognition for all those involved.

Alongside performance improvement, the Alliance remains committed to workforce
development, early diagnosis and personalised care. Progress in ACCEND implementation,
community-based early diagnosis programmes, cancer workforce training and neighbourhood-
focused planning demonstrates the strength of collaborative working across SWAG Cancer
Alliance.

As we move through the summer period, | would like to thank all of our colleagues, partners,
volunteers and patient representatives for their continued commitment and support. | hope you
have the opportunity to take a well-earned break over the coming weeks, rest and recharge, and
return refreshed and re-energised for the important work ahead this autumn.

Best wishes,
Ruth Carr
Managing Director



HSJ NHS Communications Initiative of the Year Award
Shortlist

The John Green Campaign for Prostate
y Cancer Awareness Month has been
/ shortlisted for NHS Communications
\'b. Initiative of the Year at this year's HSJ

_— awards. The initiative was delivered in
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collaboration with Bristol NHS Foundation

Trust, Bristol Rovers Football Club and Bristol
Rovers Community Trust this past March, and
sought to raise awareness of prostate cancer

risk, increase knowledge among male
football supporters and their families, encourage early detection and connect our community

to local resources.

The campaign demonstrates how we can work with trusted local organisations beyond the
health sector to reach audiences who are traditionally under-represented - in this case, men
who are less likely to engage with or respond to conventional NHS communications. Activities
included matchday takeovers, community information events, supporter engagement and
player-led digital content. By encouraging conversations about risk, symptoms, and support
within the familiar environment of football, the initiative reached thousands of men, families
and communities who may not otherwise have accessed or engaged with these important
health messages.

We look forward to continuing this collaboration, as well as future opportunities for
collaborations that help us engage with under-represented groups and reduce equity gaps in

cancer diagnoses.

The winners of the HSJ awards will be announced on 19 November.

New Cancer Support Worker Induction Programme
launching across SWAG Cancer Alliance

We are excited to launch a brand-new Cancer Support Worker (CSW) Induction Programme for
all new Cancer Support Workers joining teams within SWAG Cancer Alliance Trusts.

Co-designed and developed by CSW teams from across the Alliance, SWAG Cancer Alliance
Aspirant Cancer Career and Education Development (ACCEND) Practice Education Facilitators,
and Trudy and Liina from the SWAG Neighbourhood Cancer Care Team, this innovative
programme represents a significant step forward in supporting and developing our workforce.

The programme will provide equitable access to education, training, and professional
development by embedding a consistent, high-quality induction experience - ensuring every
Cancer Support Worker has the knowledge, skills and confidence to support people affected by
cancer and their families.



Following a successful pilot at University Hospitals Bristol and Weston NHS Foundation Trust
(now part of Bristol NHS Foundation Trust) with positive feedback from new staff, the
programme is set to roll out across SWAG Cancer Alliance Trusts in the coming weeks.

Fully aligned to the ACCEND Framework, the programme supports staff working at the
Supportive and Assistive Practice levels, helping to strengthen and grow this vital workforce
while enhancing the quality and consistency of cancer care across our region.

Frome Primary Care Network approved for
teledermatology hub

Frome Medical Practice and its Primary Care Network (PCN) have received approval from both
Bath and North East Somerset, Swindon and Wiltshire Integrated Care Board (BSW ICB) and
Somerset Integrated Care Board to establish a photography hub in support of the skin cancer
referral pathway. Although based in Somerset, the majority of the practice's patients are
referred to Royal United Hospitals Bath NHS Foundation Trust.

The hub will be funded by SWAG Cancer Alliance, and healthcare assistant training will start on
12 August. Following completion of the training, the service is expected mobilise during
September.

The new hub is expected to support around 500 patients each year, with up to a third avoiding
the need to travel for specialist appointments through the possibility of remote discharge
where clinically appropriate.

This initiative demonstrates the importance and value of the Alliance's ability to facilitate cross-
boundary collaboration between its partners and stakeholders. We look forward to building on
the success we have already achieved developing similar hubs across our wider area.

For further information please email chris.ashdown@nbt.nhs.uk

Strengthening Primary Care Leadership Across SWAG

We are delighted to announce the successful recruitment of a new Primary Care and
Neighbourhoods leadership team across the SWAG Cancer Alliance.

e Dr Rachel Brown has been appointed as the SWAG Cancer Alliance Primary Care Clinical
Lead.

e Dr Sarah Marshall has been appointed as the Local Primary Care and Neighbourhoods Lead
for Bath and North East Somerset, Swindon and Wiltshire (BSW).

e Jemma Penny has been appointed as the Local Primary Care and Neighbourhoods Lead for
Somerset.

e Dr Sadaf Haque will continue to act as the Local Primary Care Lead for Cancer in
Gloucestershire (as part of Gloucestershire ICB).

e Dr Glenda Beard will continue to act as the Local Primary Care Lead for cancer in Bristol,
North Somerset and South Gloucestershire (as part of BNSSG ICB).
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Together with our wider local leadership team, these appointments represent a significant step
forward in strengthening primary care engagement across the region. The new leads will play a
key role in supporting earlier diagnosis, reducing inequalities, building neighbourhood
partnerships, and ensuring that primary care perspectives help shape cancer improvement
programmes across SWAG.

We look forward to working with our new leads as they help drive innovation, collaboration
and improved outcomes for people affected by cancer across our communities.

Neighbourhood Cancer Care Programme Update

Planning is well underway for our Neighbourhood Cancer Care programme, with a series of
events being developed across the SWAG region to strengthen partnerships between
healthcare, community and voluntary sector organisations. The programme aims to identify
local strengths, build new connections and explore opportunities to improve cancer care closer
to people's homes. We are currently engaging a wide range of stakeholders including Primary
Care Networks, community partners and voluntary sector organisations to ensure the events
reflect local priorities and needs. Excitement is building as we prepare to launch this important
piece of work later this year.

Together, we can build stronger neighbourhood partnerships and improve outcomes for people
affected by cancer across the SWAG region.

For events details or if you would like to contribute your insights and help shape future services,

find out more and register your interest on our website: Neighbourhood Cancer Care Co-Design
Events

Make A Move! Bigger than ever in 2026

Make a Move! is a unique event for children and
young people who are current or former patients
of the Paediatric Oncology and Haematology
Department at Bristol Royal Hospital for Children.
Delivered in partnership with and funded by The
Grand Appeal, the event gives families the chance
to come together for a day of fun, friendship and
physical activity.

Designed to support children who are undergoing

or have completed cancer treatment, Make a Move! encourages participants to get active in a
welcoming, inclusive environment. Taking part in sports and exercising regularly can help
improve both physical and emotional wellbeing, supporting recovery while building confidence
and creating lasting memories.
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Held at the University of Bath's Team Bath Sports Training Village, the event offers children and
their families the opportunity to try a wide variety of activities, including archery, climbing,
cycling, badminton, judo, mini golf, rowing, tennis and wheelchair basketball, with something
for everyone to enjoy.

Make a Move! 2026 took place on Sunday 28 June and was the biggest event yet, welcoming
233 attendees including children, young people, and their families. Many were returning
participants, highlighting the event's lasting impact.

One parent shared, "We loved this year's event! It was great for the family to have fun and
relax together in a friendly, supportive environment."

Following another hugely successful year, the team is already looking ahead to making Make a
Move! 2027 even bigger and better.

For more information about Children, Teenage and Young Adult Cancer services across the
South West visit www.swctyacancernetwork.nhs.uk or for information about the CTYA Cancer
Network contact Amanda Saunders, Network Manager at Amanda.Saunders2@uhbw.nhs.uk

Cook smart, live well: batch cooking for cancer
awareness

" mm  We're highlighting one of our successful Small Grant
4 aonsnacosenesnes  Scheme funded projects: Cook Smart, Live Well:
\ Batch cooking for cancer awareness - led by Batch

Cook Club CIC.

“It's incredibly meaningful to wark
alongside underserved communities,
inspiring people to cook nutritious
meals from scratch to support better
leng-term health. Partnering with
clinicians on cancer screening makes this

a truly holistic approach to cancer
awareness and prevention.”

In partnership with Nightingale Valley Practice, Oasis

Food Pantry and St Peter’'s Methodist Church in

South Bristol, this project aims to reduce health
S inequalities and improve earlier diagnosis of cancer
for underserved communities through education on
the benefits of a nutritious diet. Batch Cook Club run
weekly activities including tasters, classes and
community meals, which are open to food pantry
users as well as the wider community. Using

Laurie Roche
Co-founder, &

Batch Cook Club m

ingredients often found at the food pantry, the programme builds cooking confidence and
highlights the benefits of a fibre-rich diet, all supported by a registered nutritional therapist.
Alongside this, they share cancer symptom and screening information and provide the
opportunity for attendees to speak to a clinician in a non-clinical, community setting.

For more information visit: https://www.batchcookclub.com/cook-smart-live-well
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WID®-easy SWAG Cancer Alliance pilot

SWAG Cancer Alliance is proud to be supporting NHS trusts across the region to pilot a new and
simpler pathway for women experiencing post-menopausal bleeding. The pilot introduces the
innovative WID®-easy test, which could help women avoid unnecessary, invasive procedures
while ensuring those who need further investigation can access diagnostic tests more quickly.

Endometrial (womb) cancer is the most common gynaecological cancer in the UK, and post-
menopausal bleeding is the main symptom for most women diagnosed with the disease. Each
year, around 275,000 women in the UK experience abnormal uterine bleeding. Approximately
95,000 of these women will be referred for further, often invasive tests, roughly only 10% of
whom will actually have endometrial cancer.

Currently, women with post-menopausal bleeding usually have an ultrasound scan to measure
the thickness of their womb lining. If this measures 4mm or more, they are often referred for
further investigations, such as a hysteroscopy or biopsy. Although a thickened lining can be an
early sign of cancer, it is much more commonly caused by non-cancerous conditions. This means
many women undergo invasive tests that ultimately show no evidence of cancer.

The WID®-easy test offers a new approach. It is a simple, minimally invasive test that uses a
vaginal or cervical swab, similar to a smear test, to assess a woman'’s risk of endometrial cancer.
The sample is analysed to identify specific DNA patterns linked to endometrial cancer.
Importantly, WID®-easy is not designed to diagnose cancer itself. Instead, it helps identify which
women are most likely to benefit from further investigations and which may be able to avoid
unnecessary procedures.

The SWAG Cancer Alliance pilot launched at Somerset NHS Foundation Trust in April 2026 and
more than 600 patients have already received the test. Early feedback from patients has been
extremely positive, with many welcoming the less invasive approach. Royal United Hospitals
Bath NHS Foundation Trust is due to hold its first WID®-easy clinic in mid-August, and the
Cancer Alliance is working closely with other partner hospitals and Cancer Alliances to support
wider adoption of the test.

An independent evaluation of the pilot is being carried out on behalf of SWAG Cancer Alliance
by a collaboration between the West of England Health Innovation Network and the South
West Health Innovation Network. While future phases of the programme will depend on the
findings of interim and final evaluations, early results suggest the pilot is having a positive
impact and has been very well received by patients.

The SWAG Cancer Alliance are seeking expressions of interest from clinicians working in gynae-
oncology who are interested in taking on a Clinical lead role in this two-year project. For
further information, contact Nicola Gowen (nicola.gowen@nbt.nhs.uk) or Helen Winter
(Helen.Winter@uhbw.nhs.uk).

Expressions of Interest should be sent to SWAGCA@nbt.nhs.uk by 11th September.
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Have a story to share?

If you have a project, achievement, innovation or event that you'd like featured in a future
edition of the newsletter, we'd love to hear from you.

Email us at: swagca@nbt.nhs.uk

Get involved

Visit our Contact us Follow us on
website by email LinkedIn
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